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Dzao Min language 


Dzao Min (Chinese: 3|§&, Zao Min), is a Hmong-Mien language of 
China. Mao (2004:306) reports a total of more than 60,000 speakers 
in Liannan County and Yangshan County of Guangdong, and in 
Yizhang County of Hunan. The speakers from Bapai, Guangdong 
are also called Bapai Yao (ASES^). 

Distribution 


The Chenzhou Prefecture Gazetteer (1996) reports that there are 
1,200 "Bapai Yao" (AJIMS) or "Zao Min" (§li&) in Huangjiapan 
Village Mangshan Township ^ UL| ^, Yizhang County, 

Hunan. They are reported to have migrated from Taipingdong 
>IH, Chengjia District , Yangshan County, Guangdong in the 

16th century. 

Long Guoyi (2011) covers the six Zao Min dialects of Daping 
Junliao Mangshan ^ULl, Nan'gang Panshi SC, and 

Youling All of the aforementioned locations are in Liannan 

County, Guangdong, except for Mangshan, which is in Yizhang 
County, Hunan. Long reports that other than in Liannan County, small pockets of Zao Min speakers are 
located in: 

■ Taipingdong Village, Chengjia District, Yangshan County ffi|JL|J:#^[x^;5p>|I|^ 

■ Huangjiabang Village, Mangshan Township, Yizhang County (only one 

elderly speaker left) 

■ Longxi Village, Dongping Township, Ruyuan County 

■ Lianshan County 

■ Yangchun County KIN! (in Guigang and Yongning zfczrll towns). In Yongning Town 

zk^rlll, there are some elderly Zao Min (locally known as Pai Yao $E3) speakers surnamed 
Mai H who are located in Tiedong village; on the other hand, the Guoshan Yao 13 

ill;® of neighboring Hengdong village, who belong to the Zhao £* clan, can all 

speak lu MienJ 4 ] Yangchun County has 8,228 ethnic Yao and 450 Yao speakers.^ There are 
also ethnic Yao living in Yunrong village of Yangchun County. 
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